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Objectives

• Provide an overview of language & literacy skills 
• Identify how to foster language & literacy into daily 

routines & activities
• Identify how to design inviting spaces with 

purposeful materials. 
• Discuss partnering with families to extend literacy 

activities at home

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Welcome

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

1. Turn to your 
neighbor and share 
your hopes for this 
session.

2. You may also share 
your favorite 
children's book, oral 
story, nursery rhyme, 
or finger play. 



Why Early Literacy Matters

• Early literacy skills predict later reading success.
• Language-rich environments make a difference.
• Intentional teaching and family engagement are key.
• Development is sequential and cumulative.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  
by ICF.



Framework for Effective Practice

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Overview of Language & Literacy Skills

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Early Learning Outcomes Framework

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



State Early Learning Guidelines

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Language skills are receptive and expressive.

• Receptive - the ability to listen to and understand language. 

• Expressive - The ability to use language to communicate ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Language Development



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Infant and Toddlers

• Respond to voices, cooing, and facial
expressions

• Begin to recognize sounds and
patterns

• Rapid vocabulary growth
• Begin combining words and engaging in

simple conversations

Preschoolers

• Use longer and more complex
sentences, including a wider range of
vocabulary.

• Understand and follow multi-step
directions.

• Engage in back-and-forth conversations.
• Develop phonological awareness
• Understand prints concepts and

begin emergent writing.
• Recognize the phonemes or individual

sounds of language.

Developmental Continuum – Birth to Age 5

Th



Language and Literacy and Daily Routines

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Big 5 for All

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Background Knowledge

From birth, children begin collecting information—about 
people, objects, routines, and places. These early 
experiences form the building blocks of learning.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Oral Language and Vocabulary

Receptive language is what children understand—even
before they can speak. Expressive language is how they
communicate.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Young children begin 
developing oral 
language skills before 
birth, as they process 
the languages in their 
environment, 
distinguish patterns of 
sounds and storing 
individual sounds in 
memory.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Oral Language



Book Knowledge and Print Concepts

Print is speech written down. Reading with adults helps 
children learn how books work, and environmental print 
is often their first step in making sense of written words.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Alphabet Knowledge and Early Writing
Alphabet knowledge begins when children recognize 
and name letters—both uppercase and lowercase—and 
connect them to sounds. Early writing starts with making
marks and drawings and gradually moves toward
forming letters.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Alphabet Knowledge & Early Writing 
Development

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Strategies to Support Language Skills



Strategies for Developing Alphabet Awareness 

• Talk about the alphabet, point out 
letters in children’s names and other 
meaningful letters.  

• Share alphabet songs and alphabet 
books. 

• Use interesting materials to create 
letters.

• Provide children with magnetic 
letters, and other alphabet games. 

• Draw children’s attention to print in 
the community (example: stop signs, 
logos, labels). 

 

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Stages of Early Writing 

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Ways to Encourage Early Writing 

Strategically place writing materials such as sticky notes, small 
chalkboards, white boards, envelopes, clipboards, journals, 
stencils, pencils, markers and various types and sizes around 
the classroom. 

Tools

Provide specific teacher guidance to scaffold children’s 
learning by encouraging them to communicate their thoughts 
and record their ideas. 

Provide

Model writing for a purpose.  Describe what they are doing 
and why (I’m writing a list so I can remember what to buy at 
the store).. 

Modeling

Create writing opportunities connected to your current 
classroom themes or topics of interest throughout the 
different learning centers. 
Encourage children to draw pictures and write a letter, word or 
scribble to describe the drawing. 
Ask Children about their drawing, offer to write what the say. 

Create

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Phonological Awareness

Phonological awareness is the ability to hear and play 
with the sounds in spoken words. Children learn that 
words can be broken into syllables and smaller sounds 
called phonemes.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Phonological Awareness



Activity: Language & Literacy Stations

Background 
Knowledge

Oral Language 
& Vocabulary

Alphabet Knowledge 
& Early Writing

Book Knowledge & 
Print Concepts

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Phonological Awareness



Language & Literacy  Stations

1. Each team start at one station, 
identify language/literacy 
focus and explore the 
materials. 

2. Talk with your team about 
which classroom interest area 
you may add an activity too.

3. Place your ideas on the 
interest area charts. 

4. When music stops move to 
the next station.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Gallery Walk-Explore with Your Team

Block Area Art Area
Housekeeping

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Designing Inviting Spaces with Purposeful Materials 

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Table Talk 

• What learning centers in your 
classroom could be enhanced with 
additional literacy materials?

• Where could you include a new 
routine or revise an old routine to 
promote literacy learning? 

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



• Morning Sign In Rituals
• Songs for Transitions 
• Visual Schedules  

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Routines



Partnering with Families to Extend Literacy 
Activities at Home

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical 
Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Family Engagement: Partnering with Families 

How does your program 
partner with families to 
engage in literacy 
activities.

Share your success stories.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical 
Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

Table Talk



Resources

• How Social Interactions build 
Brains for Early Learning

• The Magic of Music for Infants and 
Toddlers

Planned Language Approach: (PLA) 
The Big 5 For All

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



Resources



These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.



 



THE BIG 5 LITERACY COMPONENTS 

The table below provid~s a br~ef description. of e~ch of the Big 5 skills. The activities to promote the 
conc~pt, and the behaviors children engage m will vary based on children's age and abilities. For strategies 
and tips, be sure to review the additional Big 5 resources. 

Aa 

a BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

From birth, children have daily experiences with people, objects, and places that they store in 
their memory. Over time, these memories become more complex. This background knowledge is 
the base for future learning. Children gain background knowledge through their wide and varied 
interactions with people. Background knowledge includes scientific awareness; cultural norms and 
expectations; and other information about the world. Background knowledge expands as children 
connect new learning to background knowledge.14 

El ORAL LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY 

Oral language is often divided into receptive and expressive language. Children develop receptive 
language as they begin to understand a language's meaning, even before they can express it 
themselves. They develop expressive language as they are able to use the sounds, words, and 
sentences of their language. A key aspect of oral language development is acquiring vocabulary.7 

Children also use oral language when they participate in extended, complex conversations such as 
telling a story or sharing a memory.19 

IJ BooK KNOWLEDGE AND PRINT CONCEPTS 

When children experience written language in their day-to-day lives, they begin to understand that 
print has meaning. Print is speech written down.16 When adults read books to children, they also 
learn about how books work. Environmental print-which includes street signs, advertisements, 
logos, and other writing found in a child's everyday environment-is the first way young children 
gather meaning from print. Children develop print concepts when they begin to understand how 
written language works. 

a ALPHABET KNOWLEDGE AND EARLY WRITING 

As children develop alphabet knowledge, they learn to recognize and name upper and lowercase 
letters. They also learn that there are sounds associated with each letter. Children's early writing 
progresses from making marks and scribbling, to drawing, and eventually to forming letters. 
Children's developing writing reflects their understanding of how written language works.15• 17 

a PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS 

Phonological awareness is the ability to focus on and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in 
spoken words. Children develop phonological awareness as they learn to recognize that language 
can be broken into words, syllables, and smaller sounds. Children are demonstrating phonological 
awareness when they manipulate sounds by identifying, segmenting, blending, and substituting 
sounds.16 Activities such as repeating sounds, making up nonsense words, or saying simple rhymes 
will develop this skill. 

; "ii$): NATIONAL CENTER ON 
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telling a story or sharing a memory.19 
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When children experience written language in their day-to-day lives, they begin to understand that 

print has meaning. Print is speech written down.16 When adults read books to children, they also 

learn about how books work. Environmental print-which includes street signs, advertisements, 

logos, and other writing found in a child's everyday environment-is the first way young children 
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Aa 
a ALPHABET KNOWLEDGE AND EARLY WRITING 

As children develop alphabet knowledge, they learn to recognize and name upper and lowercase 

letters. They also learn that there are sounds associated with each letter. Children's early writing 

progresses from making marks and scribbling, to drawing, and eventually to forming letters. 

Children's developing writing reflects their understanding of how written language works.15, 17 

a PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS 

. . . 

Phonological awareness is the ability to focus on and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in 
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can be broken into words, syllables, and smaller sounds. Children are demonstrating phonological 

awareness when they manipulate sounds by identifying, segmenting, blending, and substituting 

sounds.16 Activities such as repeating sounds, making up nonsense words, or saying simple rhymes 

will develop this skill . 
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